


fully-subsidized, the high school-age pro-
grams receive no funding. The Israeli gov-
ernment should be commended for setting 
aside large sums for the important purpose 
of bringing Diaspora Jews from abroad to 
experience Israel, but it has chosen to ne-
glect the Lapid programs, which play a vital 
part in building Jewish identity, leadership 
preparation, college choices and connec-
tion to the State of Israel,” says Shavit.

Both Krakow and Shavit stress that they 
believe that each of the three segments 
- MASA, Birthright and Lapid - uniquely 
contributes to the strengthening of the bond 
between Israel and the Jewish communities 
abroad and the identity of the next genera-
tion of Diaspora Jews.

The current global financial crisis has 
also taken its toll on high school-age par-
ticipant numbers, with many families find-
ing they cannot afford to send their kids on 
a trip to Israel. “We feel that it is essential 
that the Jewish community, and the Israeli 
government in particular, recognize the 
need to offer scholarships to high school-
age program participants to make it easier 
for the families during these difficult eco-
nomic times, and also to help raise the pro-
file and reeducate the community about the 
importance of high school-age programs,” 
asserts Krakow. 

A wide variety of programs

The programs offered can be divided into 
three general categories: touring, academic 
and specialty programs. The trips orga-
nized by the North American Federation of 

Temple Youth, or NFTY as it is more com -
monly known, are one example of Lapid’s 
touring options. Since 1958, the organiza-
tion has been bringing youth to Israel for 4-
6 week summer programs. Along with the 
basic “NFTY Adventure” touring option, 
applicants can also choose to combine the 

visit with a trip to Spain or Eastern Europe, 
spend time on a kibbutz or engage in volun-
teer work.

The Alexander Muss Institute for Israel 
Education, another one of the Lapid pro-
grams, focuses on Jewish and Israeli history 
and cleverly designs the program's outings 
to chronologically follow and enhance the 
study curriculum. With approximately 1,000 
teens participating in one of Muss's six ses-
sions throughout the year, students are able 
to continue their required studies from their 
home schools while simultaneously learn-
ing about and experiencing Israel.

“The academic program is recognized by 
the US as an American school, so students 
are able to leave their educational frame-
work during the scholastic year and con-
tinue their mandatory curriculum subjects 
in our Hod Hasharon campus,” explains 
Gideon Shavit, Lapid Co-Chairman and 
CEO of the Alexander Muss Institute for 
Israel Education.

“Constant innovation is going on in or-
der to adapt the program options to the 
evolving interests and needs of the commu-
nity, with many including encounters with 
Israeli peers,” notes Krakow. One such pro-
gram is Young Judaea’s new ‘Tikun Olam’ 
program. “We felt that there was a growing 
interest in the American Jewish youth com-
munity in volunteering and contributing to 
society, so we built a program that, along 
with the traditional touring, puts an empha-
sis on becoming acquainted, both theoreti-
cally and hands-on, with the needs of the 
various sectors of Israeli society,” explains 
Krakow. Addressing the program’s success, 

Krakow notes that “even though it was the 
first time we ever marketed this kind of trip, 
we easily filled a group of 40 participants.”

An impact on their future

The main benefit of Lapid’s high school-
age programs is the unique impact that they 
have on the Jewish Diaspora participants. 
Krakow explains that “when they come in 
high school, they meet kids from all over 
the United States and other countries, and 
get a sense of themselves as people, of 
Judaism and of their connection to Israel. 
Because they are still in high school, they 
can implement these new understandings 
at a young age, which can significantly im-
pact on their future decisions.” According 
to Krakow, it may lead kids to choose to go 
to a college with more Jewish students and 
an active Jewish organization.

Undertaking an Israeli experience at this 
critical age, when youth typically start devel-
oping an interest in the opposite sex, may also 
influence their dating patterns, with many 
acquiring a stronger sense of commitment 
to wanting to date fellow Jews. Another im-
portant advantage is their impact on the sub-
sequent interest in college and post-college 
long-term experiences in Israel. According 
to Krakow, a staggering 90% of all Young 
Judaea high school-age participants return to 
Israel on one of the college and post-college 
long-term programs. 

For more information about The Lapid Coalition 
for International High School Age Programs in 
Israel, please visit http://lapidisrael.org.
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“While MASA 
participants receive 

some sort of 
scholarship and 

Birthright trips are 
fully-subsidized, the 

high school-age 
programs receive 
no funding,” says 

Gideon Shavit

“

“


